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eCities is an annual research study that examines community-level factors that foster entrepreneurship 

and small business development. The focus is on entrepreneurship and small business growth because of 

their importance to the expansion and diversification of regional economies and job creation. The primary 

purpose of eCities is to understand the impact of the strategies and success stories of Michigan 

communities across the state. The data collected not only provides a means for benchmarking 

performance, but it also allows communities to learn from the qualities and efforts of their neighboring 

communities.  

Background  

Across the country, economic development activities are carried out by various entities, including state 

agencies, regional associations, and counties. While these broader organizations engage in promoting 

economic development in Michigan, similar activities are also undertaken by many townships, cities, and 

villages. Given this, the eCities project uses the community as the unit of measurement, and not a county 

or metropolitan area, as other studies have used.  

The eCities project seeks to provide benchmarking tools and overview reports for participating 

communities and has incorporated new ways to learn from the success stories of local communities 

across the state. While there is no single solution for every community, the success stories allow 

communities to understand strategies that can be tailored to local resources and communities. Helping 

local communities, who often have the most impact on small and entrepreneurial firms, provides an 

opportunity to improve the environment for entrepreneurialism throughout the state. Since its inception 

in 2007, eCit
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Four-Star Honored Communities 

City of Albion Grand Blanc Township City of Port Huron 

City of Allen Park City of Grand Haven City of Portage 

City of Alma Grand Rapids Charter Township City of Rochester 

Atlas Township City of Grandville City of Rockford 

City of Auburn Hills City of Grosse Pointe City of Roseville 

Bangor Charter Township City of Harper Woods Saginaw Charter Township 

City of Belding Holland Charter Township City of Saline 

Benton Charter Township City of Holland Saugatuck Township 

City of Benton Harbor Holly Township City of Sault Ste. Marie 

Blackman Charter Township City of Howell City of South Lyon 

Blendon Township City of Huntington Woods City of Southfield 

Bloomfield Charter Township Huron Charter Township City of Southgate 

City of Burton Independence Charter Township Spring Lake Township 

Cannon Township City of Kalamazoo City of St. Clair Shores 

Canton Charter Township Kochville Township St. Joseph Charter Township 

City of Charlotte City of Lansing City of Sturgis 

Chesterfield Charter Township Lawrence Township Summit Township 

City of Clawson City of Livonia Township of Sumpter 

City of Coldwater Marquette Charter Township City of Taylor 



/cob/business-community/ilabs-center-innovation-research/entrepreneurship/ecities

